
279

National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce § 285.54

retain or land Atlantic yellowfin, big-
eye, albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito. Anglers on board char-
ter vessels and headboats must adhere
to applicable catch limits for the rec-
reational fisheries.

(d) Recreational vessel permits. Effec-
tive January 1, 1996, owners or opera-
tors of private recreational vessels are
required to obtain vessel permits in
order to fish for, catch, retain, or land
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas. Anglers aboard pri-
vate recreational vessels must adhere
to applicable daily catch limits. Atlan-
tic tunas taken on board private rec-
reational vessels may not be sold.

(e) Purse seine. Directed purse seine
fishing for Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and At-
lantic bonito is restricted to owners of
those purse seine vessels that have cur-
rent Atlantic bluefin tuna purse seine
permits under § 285.21(b) and that have
reported, or replaced vessels that have
reported, Atlantic yellowfin, skipjack,
albacore or bigeye tuna landings to
NMFS over the period 1989 through
1993. The owner or operator of such
purse seine vessel must apply for au-
thorization to fish for Atlantic yellow-
fin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito in writing to
the Regional Director by April 15. The
owner must supply documentation of
the vessel’s stockholders, owners, part-
ners, or association structure and
records of landings to verify that the
vessel meets the qualifying criteria.
The Regional Director will review
these applications for authorization on
or about May 1 and issue authoriza-
tions as appropriate.

(f) Exemptions. In lieu of a permit is-
sued under this section, persons on
board a vessel for which a valid permit
for the Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery
has been issued under § 285.21 of this
part are eligible to fish for and take
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito
using the authorized gear and subject
to the commercial fishing restrictions
applicable to the category of permit is-
sued for the vessel. In lieu of a permit
issued under this section, owners or op-
erators of vessels for which valid per-
mits for the Atlantic shark fishery (50
CFR part 678) or the Atlantic swordfish

fishery (50 CFR part 630) have been is-
sued are eligible to fish for and take
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito
using the authorized gear and subject
to fishing restrictions applicable to the
permit issued to the vessel. Owners or
operators of vessels fishing for Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito shore-
ward of the outer boundary of the EEZ
around Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands with only handgear on board are
exempt from the permit requirements
of this section. Q04
[60 FR 38516, July 27, 1995, as amended at 60
FR 57685, Nov. 17, 1995]

§ 285.54 Commercial vessel record-
keeping and reporting.

(a) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel that engages
in commercial fishing for Atlantic yel-
lowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito or any per-
son as may be authorized in writing to
serve as the agent of such master or
person, must:

(1) Keep an accurate log of all oper-
ations conducted from the vessel, en-
tering therein for each day the date,
noon position (stated in latitude and
longitude or in relation to known phys-
ical features), and the tonnage of tuna
on board by species. The record and
bridge log shall be sufficient to comply
with this paragraph, provided however,
that the items of information specified
herein are fully and accurately entered
in such log; and,

(2) Furnish on a form obtainable from
the Regional Director, following the
sale or delivery of a catch of tuna made
by such vessel, a report, certified to be
correct as to facts within the knowl-
edge of the reporting individual, giving
the name and official number of the
fishing vessel, the dates of beginning
and ending of the fishing voyage, the
port of departure, and a listing sepa-
rately by species of the round weight
quantities (pounds or short tons) of
tuna sold or delivered. At the option of
the vessel master or other person in
charge, a copy of the fish ticket,
weighout slip, settlement sheet, or
similar record issued by the dealer or
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his agent may, however, be used for re-
porting purposes in lieu of the form ob-
tainable from the Regional Director, if
such alternate record is similarly cer-
tified and contains all items of infor-
mation required by this paragraph.
Such sale and delivery reports must be
delivered or post marked and mailed to
the Regional Director within 72 hours
after weighout has been completed.

(b) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel, subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States,
except vessels proceeding directly to
Puerto Rico or to any other U.S. port
for unloading, must report to the Re-
gional Director not less than 48 hours
prior to entering the regulatory area
via the Panama Canal. In addition, the
master or other person in charge of a
vessel, subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States except a vessel with-
out fish on board, must notify the Re-
gional Director not less than 48 hours
prior to leaving the regulatory area via
the Panama Canal. Each report must
include the name of the reporting ves-
sel, the tonnage by species on board,
and whether the fish were caught in
Pacific or Atlantic waters.

(c) All such fishing vessels entering
or leaving the regulatory area via the
Panama Canal are subject to inspec-
tion. Official seals will be affixed to
wells containing fish taken within or
outside the regulatory area, as appro-
priate and the same will be noted on
the vessel log. The official seals may be
removed only by a designated agent of
NMFS upon arrival at point of sale or
delivery.

(d) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States, must
notify the Regional Director not less
than 48 hours prior to any transfer of
Atlantic tuna taken in the regulatory
area to another vessel for the purpose
of transshipment. Such reports must
include the date and place of unload-
ing, name and destination of the
oncarrying vessel, and the tonnage by
species of tuna transferred.

(e) The failure to file the reports or
to follow the procedures required by
this section, the tampering with or the
removal of an official seal, or the alter-
ation of a fishing vessel’s log by any
person or fishing vessel subject to the

jurisdiction of the United States is a
prohibited act within the meaning of
§ 285.3.

(f) Any person authorized to carry
out enforcement activities under the
Act or these regulations has power,
without warrant or other process, to
inspect, at any reasonable time, catch
on board the vessel, log books, catch
reports, statistical records, or other re-
ports as required by the regulations in
this part to be made, kept or furnished.

(g) Owners and operators of vessels
fishing for Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and At-
lantic bonito shoreward of the outer
boundary of the EEZ around Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands with only
handgear on board are exempt from the
reporting requirements of this section.

§ 285.55 Dealer permits.

(a) General. Effective November 15,
1995, a dealer purchasing or attempting
to purchase, receiving, possessing, im-
porting or exporting Atlantic yellow-
fin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito must have a
valid permit required under this sec-
tion.

(b) Application. Applications for a
dealer permit must be in writing on an
appropriate form obtained from the Re-
gional Director. The application must
be signed by the applicant, and be sub-
mitted to the Regional Director at
least 30 days before the date upon
which the applicant desires the permit
to be effective. The application must
contain the following information:
Company name; principal place of busi-
ness; owner or owners’ names; appli-
cant’s name (if different from owner or
owners) and mailing address and tele-
phone number; and any other informa-
tion required by the Regional Director.

(c) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Director will issue a permit
within 30 days of receipt of a completed
application.

(2) The Regional Director will notify
the applicant of any deficiency in the
application. If the applicant fails to
correct the deficiency within 15 days
following the date of notification, the
application will be considered aban-
doned.
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